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WHAT HAS THE BRAZILIAN 
STATE OF SÃO PAULO BEEN 
DOING FOR THE MARINE 
PROTECTION?

MANAGEMENT PLANS

A Management Plan is a fundamental instrument to provide an effective 

management in Protected Areas, especially those whose mission is to ensure the 

health of the marine and coastal ecosystem of the state territorial sea.

The existence of a Management Plan, in addition to guiding the management 

processes of a Conservation Unit, brings legal certainty and guarantees stability to 

management. Furthermore, it helps people who work to protect natural resources 

and all forms of life that depend on the ocean waters and coastline to survive.

São Paulo state economy is the most diverse and developed in Brazil and represents 

nearly 40% of the national GDP. There are 645 municipalities, in almost 250 thousand 

square kilometers. The total state population is close to 45 million inhabitants. If the 

state were a country, it would be the third Latin American economy, after Brazil and 

Mexico, and ahead of Argentina, Chile and Colombia

Such a sound economy would not do anything but the very best to ensure full 

protection for its territory and territorial sea. 
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Special Protection Zone (ZPE)Special Protection Zone (ZPE)
Corresponds to the Integral Protection Unit. Objective: To recognize 
and strengthen protected environments, observing specific regulations.

Geobiodiversity Protection Zone Geobiodiversity Protection Zone 
(ZPGBio)(ZPGBio)
Concentrates fragile ecosystems and relevant environments for 
the protection of endemic, migratory or endangered species and 
for the renewal of fish stocks. Objective: To protect highly relevant 
environments for the conservation of Protected Areas  attributes.

Low-Scale Use Zone  (ZUBE)Low-Scale Use Zone  (ZUBE)
Concentrates relevant environments for the conservation of natural 
resources where small-scale activities take place. Objective: To 
guarantee the necessary environment for small scale fishing and 
sustainable extraction, making socioeconomic activities compatible 
with the protection of natural resources.

Extensive Use Zone (ZUEX)Extensive Use Zone (ZUEX)
Concentrates environments with medium intensity of use or human 
intervention. Objective: To make the different uses existing in these 
environments compatible, minimizing negative impacts on natural 
resources.

Intensive Use Zone (ZUI)Intensive Use Zone (ZUI)
Concentrates environments with high intensity of use or human 
intervention. Objective: To enable the intensive use of natural 
resources, according to the conservation of the Protected Area 
attributes.
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AREAS OF INTEREST

 Area of Historic and Cultural Interest 
 Area of Interest for Restoration
 Area of Interest for Small Boat Fishing
 Area of Interest for Restoration
 Area of Interest for Fish Stock Renewal
 Area of Interest for Tourism

CURRENTLY, 53% 
OF SÃO PAULO’S 

TERRITORIAL SEA IS 
REGULATED
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